What Are Pockets For?
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An old piece of sash cord,

a knob from a door;

a small U magnet,

if you can find it, 

a sprung clock spring,

with the key to wind it,

oodles of marbles,

a twist of copper wire,

a baseball calendar,
a flint for fire

one soiled Jack of Hearts

and the five of spades

that unshown copy of 

your last month’s grades;

two colored pebbles,

one hickory nut;

a shell, some fish line

with three feet of gut

a cog out of something

which never did run;

a cellophane of candy-

I’ll give you one;

your first circus ticket-stub,

the snap you took

of the clown on the slack

wire before it shook;

a flashlight bulb,

a dirty green stamp;

the long missing part of 

your bicycle lamp

one thin pair of pliers

to ply with or nip;

one old zipper fastener

with nothing to zip;

that half-busted harness

bell you found inside

the barn on the farm,

and the buckle too wide

for its three-inch strap;

and a whole lot more

of stuff. Did you say,

What are pockets for?

